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November  12,  1997 

Dear  Interested  Persons: 

The  Bureau  of  Waste  Prevention  is  pleased  to  announce  that  the  Universal  Waste  Rule  has 
become  effective  in  Massachusetts  as  of  October  17,  1997.  "      """ 

The  Universal  Waste  Rule  allows  and  encourages  certain  waste  products  which  are  in  wide  usage 
to  move  to  special  handling  facilities  without  the  burden  of  traditional  hazardous  waste 
regulation.  Although  not  toxic  in  their  intact  form,  except  the  pesticides  which  are  intended  to  be 
toxic,  these  products  can  release  harmful  vapors  when  they  are  incinerated,  broken  or 
dismantled. 

A  short  news  release  for  your  use  in  a  newsletter  to  your  constituents  and  a  fact  sheet  *  which 
describes  the  basics  of  the  Rule  are  enclosed.  Should  you  wish  to  obtain  a  copy  of  the  regulation 
[310  CMR  30.1000],  you  may  call  the  State  Bookstore  in  Boston  at  (617)  727-2834  and  request  a 
copy  of  the  Massachusetts  Register  of  October  17, 1997.    The  cost  will  be  $10  plus  postage.  Or 
you  may  request  the  full  set  of  hazardous  waste  regulations  [310  CMR  30.000] .  For  more 
information  about  the  implementation  of  the  Rule,  please  contact  our  Hazardous  Waste 
Compliance  Assistance  line  at  (617)  292-5898. 

Sincerely, 


TRUDY  COXE 
Secretary 

DAVID  B  STRUHS 

Commissioner 


^-James  Miller,  Chief 
Waste  Branch 

Business  Compliance  Division 
Bureau  of  Waste  Prevention 


Enclosures 


*Also  available  at  DEP's  Web  site  listed  below,  under  What's  New 


DEP  on  the  World  Wide  Web    http  //www  magnet. state  ma  us/dep 
£5  Printed  on  Recycled  Paper 


MASSACHUSETTS  ADOPTS  NEW  RULE  FOR  DISPOSAL  OF 
CONSUMER  PRODUCTS  WITH  MERCURY 


To  encourage  homeowners,  building  managers,  municipal  agencies  and  the  public  to  segregate 
potentially  toxic  mercury-laden  materials  from  regular  trash,  the  Department  of  Environmental 
Protection  (DEP)  is  announcing  the  adoption  of  the  federal  Universal  Waste  Rule,  which  allows 
and  encourages  certain  waste  products  which  are  in  wide  usage  to  move  to  special  handling 
facilities  without  the  burden  of  traditional  hazardous  waste  regulation. 

Included  in  these  "universal  wastes"  are  batteries,  thermostats,  thermometers,  mercury-containing 
fluorescent  lamps,  and  banned  or  suspended  pesticides.  Although  not  toxic  in  their  intact  form, 
except  the  pesticides,  which  are  intended  to  be  toxic,  these  products  can  release  harmful  vapors 
when  they  are  incinerated,  broken  or  dismantled.  The  Rule  specifies  how  these  materials  shall  be 
handled  by  those  who  collect  them,  those  who  disassemble  them  and  those  who  transport  and 
recycle  or  dispose  of  them. 

Manufacturers  are  demonstrating  their  commitment  to  reducing  the  amount  of  mercury  in 
products,  such  as  batteries  and  fluorescent  lamps.  Consumers  are  becoming  more  alert  to 
mercury-free  product  labels.  Yet  we  still  have  some  of  these  products  in  our  environment,  in  our 
homes  and  offices. 

In  anticipation  of  the  Universal  Waste  Rule  several  companies  inside  and  outside  the  state  have 
developed  specialized  services  to  disassemble,  recover  and  recycle  the  valuable  components  of 
the  lamps  and  batteries.  Return  to  retailer  programs  have  been  set  up  for  nickel  cadmium 
rechargeable  batteries  by  a  national  association  of  battery  manufacturers.  A  major  manufacturer 
of  thermostats  is  willing  to  take  back  the  discarded  product.  Municipal  recycling  program 
managers  are  developing  collection  programs  for  universal  wastes  and  the  state  procurement 
agency  has  arranged  a  contract  with  transporters  and  recycling  facilities  for  use  by  any  state  or 
municipal  agency.  Integrated  pest  management  (IPM)  is  being  promoted  as  an  option  to  the  use 
of  harsh  pesticides. 

For  more  information  about  the  implementation  of  the  Universal  Waste  Rule,  contact  the 
Compliance  Assistance  Line  in  the  Bureau  of  Waste  Prevention:   617-292-5898 


**** 


The  Universal  Waste  Rule 
in  Massachusetts 

Effective  October  17,  1997 

Designed  to  promote  collection  and  improve  management  of  certain  widely  generated  wastes,  this 
rule  is  modeled  after  the  federal  Universal  Waste  Rule. 

Universal  Wastes  covered  in  the  Massachusetts  Rule: 

(must  qualify  as  hazardous  wastes  first) 

•  Hazardous  batteries,  primarily  NiCds  and  button  batteries 

•  Mercury-containingdevices,  such  as  thermostats,  manometers,  switches,  water  meters, 

thermometers,  and  gauges 

•  Mercury-containing  lamps 

•  Hazardous  waste  pesticides,  e.g.  mercury-basedpesticides,arsenicals,and  chlorinated  pesticides; 

banned  or  suspended  pesticides;  pesticides  subject  to  recall  by  the  manufacturer  or  FIFRA; 
certain  unused  pesticides,  and/or  pesticides  collected  in  a  state-approved  waste  pesticide 
collection  program 

Handler  Categories  and  General  Requirements: 

-  Large  Quantity  Handler  (5,000  kg  or  more  total  of  universal  waste  onsite  at  any  one  time) 

must  notify*,  keep  records  for  each  shipment  received  and  sent  for  at  least  3  years. 

-  Small  Quantity  Handler  (accumulates  less  than  5,000  kg  onsite  at  any  one  time), 

no  notification  or  recordkeeping  required. 

All  handlers  must  mark  and  label  their  containers  and  be  able  to  demonsrate  the  length  of  time  the 
universal  waste  has  been  accumulated.  All  handlers  have  an  accumulation  limit  of  one  year. 

Collection,  Storage  and  Handling  of  Universal  Wastes: 

Handlers  may  ship  to,  collect  or  receive  universal  wastes  from  other  handlers  and  transport 
without  a  license  but  in  compliance  with  federal  Department  of  Transportation  requirements. 

Universal  wastes  must  be  stored  in  a  separate  area  marked  as  a  Universal  Waste  accumulation 
area.  Containers  of  universal  wastes  or  individual  universal  waste  items  shall  be  labeled  as 
Universal  Waste  -  with  the  name  of  the  waste,  e.g.  Universal  Wastes  -  Thermostats. 

Pesticides  should  show  the  original  label  of  the  product.  Containers  of  pesticides  shall  be 
kept  closed  and  be  structurally  sound. 

Batteries:   Handlers  may  discharge  batteries  to  remove  the  electric  charge,  remove 
electrolyte,  or  regenerate  used  batteries. 


'except  LQH's  of  batteries  that  already  have  an  EPA  ID  number 


Thermostats:  Handlers  may  remove  mercury-containing  ampoules  from  thermostats  over 
or  in  a  container  to  assure  that  any  broken  ampoules  which  may  result  in  spills  or  leaks  are 
contained  immediately.  Removed  ampoules  are  a  hazardous  waste.  The  area  in  which  ampoules 
are  removed  must  meet  OSHA  exposure  standards  for  mercury. 

Lamps:  Dismantling  or  crushing  of  mercury-containing  lamps  must  be  done  with  a  permit 
and  in  such  a  manner  that  after  processing,  components  are  separated  into  individual  wastestreams. 
The  separated  components  must  be  recycled  or  reused  and  the  handler  shall  retain  proof  of  their 
recycling/reuse. 

Prohibitions: 

Disposal  of  universal  wastes  as  a  solid  waste,  or  treatment  (except  for  "routine  management"  of 
batteries  and  mercury-containing  devices,  as  described  above),  is  prohibited.  Handlers  are  also 
prohibited  from  accumulating  universal  wastes  for  longer  than  one  year,  unless  the  handler  can 
prove  that  that  activity  is  solely  for  the  purpose  of  accumulation  of  such  quantities  of  universal 
waste  as  necessary  to  facilitate  proper  recovery,  treatment  or  disposal. 

Transporters: 

DOT  guidelines  must  be  followed  for  transport  of  wastes  that  meet  the  definition  of  "hazardous 
material"  in  40  CFR  171.8.  (For  information,  call  DOTs  Motor  Carrier  Safety  Office  at  617-494- 
2770.)  Universal  waste  batteries  can  be  held  in  transit  for  up  to  10  days.  If  held  for  greater  than  10 
days,  the  universal  waste  battery  transporter  becomes  a  handler. 

Interstate  Transport 

Before  a  universal  waste  moves  across  state  lines,  all  states  through  which  it  passes  should  be 
consulted.  If  a  universal  waste  is  to  be  transported  across  an  intermediate  state  that  is  not  a  URule 
authorized  state,  RCRA  requirements  may  apply  and  a  manifest  and  licensed  transporter  may  have 
to  be  used  in  that  state. 

Destination  Facilities: 

A  Small  or  Large  Quantity  Handler  must  take  its  universal  waste  to  another  universal  waste 
handler  or  to  a  facility  that  is  authorized  to  receive  and  recycle,  treat,  or  dispose  of  a  particular 
category  of  universal  waste  (called  a  "destination  facility").  In  Massachusetts,  a  destination  facility 
must  be  a  licensed  hazardous  waste  Treatment  Storage  Disposal  Facility  or  a  commercial  recycling 
facility  with  a  Class  C  permit.  Once  received  by  a  destination  facility,  universal  wastes  are 
managed  as  hazardous  wastes. 

For  more  information  contact  DEP's  Business  Compliance  Division: 

Compliance  Assistance  Line  (617-  292-5898) 
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Thermostats:  Handlers  may  remove  mercury-containing  ampoules  from  thermostats  over 
or  in  a  container  to  assure  that  any  broken  ampoules  which  may  result  in  spills  or  leaks  are 
contained  immediately.  Removed  ampoules  are  a  hazardous  waste.  The  area  in  which  ampoules 
are  removed  must  meet  OSHA  exposure  standards  for  mercury. 

Lamps:  Dismantling  or  crushing  of  mercury-containing  lamps  must  be  done  with  a  permit 
and  in  such  a  manner  that  after  processing,  components  are  separated  into  individual  wastestreams 
The  separated  components  must  be  recycled  or  reused  and  the  handler  shall  retain  proof  of  their 
recycling/reuse. 

Prohibitions: 

Disposal  of  universal  wastes  as  a  solid  waste,  or  treatment  (except  for  "routine  management"  of 
batteries  and  mercury-containing  devices,  as  described  above),  is  prohibited.  Handlers  are  also 
prohibited  from  accumulating  universal  wastes  for  longer  than  one  year,  unless  the  handler  can 
prove  that  that  activity  is  solely  for  the  purpose  of  accumulation  of  such  quantities  of  universal 
waste  as  necessary  to  facilitate  proper  recovery,  treatment  or  disposal. 

Transporters: 

DOT  guidelines  must  be  followed  for  transport  of  wastes  that  meet  the  definition  of  "hazardous 
material''  in  40  CFR  171.8.  (For  information,  call  DOT's  Motor  Carrier  Safety  Office  at  617-494- 
2770.)  Universal  waste  batteries  can  be  held  in  transit  for  up  to  10  days.  If  held  for  greater  than  10 
days,  the  universal  waste  battery  transporter  becomes  a  handler. 

Interstate  Transport 

Before  a  universal  waste  moves  across  state  lines,  all  states  through  which  it  passes  should  be 
consulted.  If  a  universal  waste  is  to  be  transported  across  an  intermediate  state  that  is  not  a  URule 
authorized  state,  RCRA  requirements  may  apply  and  a  manifest  and  licensed  transporter  may  have 
to  be  used  in  that  state. 

Destination  Facilities: 

A  Small  or  Large  Quantity  Handler  must  take  its  universal  waste  to  another  universal  waste 
handler  or  to  a  facility  that  is  authorized  to  receive  and  recycle,  treat,  or  dispose  of  a  particular 
category  of  universal  waste  (called  a  "destination  facility").  In  Massachusetts,  a  destination  facility 
must  be  a  licensed  hazardous  waste  Treatment  Storage  Disposal  Facility  or  a  commercial  recycling 
facility  with  a  Class  C  permit.  Once  received  by  a  destination  facility,  universal  wastes  are 
managed  as  hazardous  wastes. 

For  more  information  contact  DEP's  Business  Compliance  Division: 

Compliance  Assistance  Line  (6 1 7-  292-5898) 
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